
Age 1 to 12 …. 



They went up to 

Jerusalem for the 

Passover feast every 

year 

 

It could be :- 

1, expensive 

2, time consuming/tiring 

3, possibly dangerous 

 

What does it tell you 

about them? 



Matthew13:55  

"Isn't this the 

carpenter's son? 

Isn't his mother's 

name Miriam, 

and aren't his 

brothers Jacob, 

Joseph, Shimon 

and Judah?  

 

John 7:5  … 

even his own 

brothers did not 

believe in him.  





At the synagogue there were:-  

 

 Primary school rooms (age 5+)     

 Secondary rooms       (age 12+ ) 

 

 Class size   25 students to one teacher  

   ( larger classes – more helpers) 

 

 Lessons 7 days /week ! (no new stuff on Sabbath) 

Children learnt at home and at 

the synagogue.   

There was universal education 

not limited to “rich” people. 



From age 5 to 10:-   reading and writing  -  

 Study and learn the (OT) Bible off by heart    

  (learn by repetition method – say it out loud) 

From age 10 to15:-  

 Study the commentaries, stories, insights of previous 

  generations of teachers  ie. the “oral teachings” 

From age 15 to 18:- 

 Study legal rulings and definitions of proper conduct 

Scrolls were  

expensive. They 

were mostly kept at 

the Synagogue 
library. 



Bar Mitzvah 



At the start of “holiday” journey    

family groups gather in the 

market place and set off  

together 

Did they leave young children with relatives? 



They would be 

joined by other 

groups as they 

neared Jerusalem  

- and become an 

“extended family” 

 

Some stayed just 

for a few days – 

others stayed for 

the full 8 days of 

Passover feast. 

Jesus made new acquaintances and met ‘old’ friends. 

He could be away from family group for hours – not a problem. 



The group set off back to Nazareth –  

 only at “bed-time” do they realise Jesus was not there. 

It’s no good travelling at night – Did they get any sleep ?  -

so they returned to Jerusalem in the morning. 



Weird ? The last place they expected to find him was at “church”. 

They spent several days 

hunting round Jerusalem 

Were they stressed? 



A Rabbi’s teaching method was  – question –> question, 

exploring the truths of the Bible.  

Youngsters were encouraged to participate with questions 

and answers. 

- They realise there’s a child–prodigy here.  (Luke 2:47) 

Groups of students 

sat with the top 

teachers in Israel 

discussing the 

Bible. 



Jesus’ answer & question:   

Why are you worried – you should have known where I was. 



What did he say, and what did he mean ? 

 

First part – 

 

     MY Father 

- An astounding statement - 

He links himself with 3 Messianic verses   

2 Sam 7:14, Ps 89:26, Ps 2:7 

He is claiming a very close relationship with God 

(more than the normal Jewish view) 

He is aware (at this early stage) of His ‘Messiah’ identity 



What did he say, and what did he mean ? 

 

Second part – 

  Father’s “house” or “things”  



What did he say, and what did he mean ? 

 

 

  Father’s “house” or “things” – or both ! 

But they didn’t get it.  Luke 2:50 

John 9:4  (I) must do the works of Him who sent Me while it 

is day; the night is coming when no one can work.  



From the “sublime” to the ordinary   - Luke 2:51 



You can think Jesus is there, in it etc.   …. But he isn’t. 

Somehow there’s a vital connection been lost . 

Don’t jump to conclusions! 



Make sure! 

Go back to where you lost the sense of his presence! –  

He’s not lost ! There’s a gentle rebuke – why ? 

He goes home with them. 

He’s a blessing there– in favour with God and men (v. 52) 

says something about his presence. 


